
 

Hello! 

 

This is yet another fragment that didn’t make it into our book. 

Not revised nor well translated, yet good enough to present it here. 

 

Enjoy. 

 

 

     Conscious Evolution Collective 
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Why we don't evolve 

When one understands evolution as the process of adaptation of a 

species to a changed environment in order to survive, one question 

may arise: 

Why not let nature do its work and trust that integral consciousness 

will simply develop in time to secure the survival of mankind? Why 

conscious evolution? 

 

Taking a look at natural biological development, it becomes 

apparent that healthy biological developments occur in waves 

which can be approximated over time to linear processes. 

Exceptions are generally unhealthy processes like the unhindered 

multiplying of viruses and bacteria, furthermore the growth of 

cancer. The growth of microorganisms then is only limited by 

factors such as temperature, space, and availability of nutrients, 

while cancer’s hungry growth ends with the death of the organism. 

Such processes occur at a rapidity that is hardly conceivable. The 

speed with which exponential developments take place, for 

example in the aetiopathology of cancer patients, goes way beyond 

the scope of intuitive perception. 

That's why pictures of lung cancer on cigarette packets have a next 

to zero effect. We think we have time eternal. That smoking a single 

cigarette could actually really cause a cell to forget its task and that 

that may lead to death within a few months’ time, precisely because 

the growth is exponential, simply does not feel real. 
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Looking at the biosphere as a living organism one can hardly deny 

that the tearing pace of population growth and the exponential 

growth in the exploitation of the planet's resources is comparable 

to a cancerous disease. 

Pictures of urban development look like tumors, mining the 

planet's resources or the death of the forests looks freakingly 

similar to the invasive penetration of a cancer through the tissues. 

Of course, all cells do what they do with best intentions. A singular 

cell does not conceive the whole, and thus every one of us 

reproduces the capitalist system of rigorous exploitation. Without 

ever getting clear what this means on a global scale. 

A quote of Agent Smith of the movie Matrix might appropriate here: 

 

" ... You move to an area and you multiply and multiply until every 

natural resource is consumed and the only way you can survive is 

to spread to another area. There is another organism on this planet 

that follows the same pattern. Do you know what it is? A virus. 

Human beings are a disease, a cancer of this planet. You're a 

plague... “ 

 

With a brain equipped for linear perception and logic only, 

sufficient for understanding healthy natural processes, one cannot 

understand exponentiality. The reality of what happens to our 

biosphere, to what extent and at what speed and with which 

consequences, does not penetrate into waking consciousness. 
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We may therefore surmise that today's life-threatening catastrophe 

cannot develop the necessary impact to our perception that would 

be necessary to lead to a complete change in behaviour and attitude 

-to evolution- because our biological system and our 

comprehension are not equipped to fathom exponential processes. 

In the perception and experience of average man, they simply are 

not real. 

As an example: In the early nineties the planet was free of plastic 

bottles. A scenario that in the face of the mountains and oceans of 

plastic rubbish is almost impossible to imagine today. We're talking 

a timespan of twenty-five years only here. By now, an annual 141 

billion plastic bottles are not going to any recycling.1  

And in our daily lives, we see the pictures, but they remain 

meaningless, do not translate into consequent action. 

Worst of all, this utter madness economically speaking is a good 

thing. Producing plastic creates jobs and selling ever new products 

maximizes profit. Not least, the recycling industry booms. 

And as long as production follows the logic of commerce, we will 

increase rubbish production, exponentially. Capitalism is based on 

infinite growth, on a planet with limited space and resources, and 

thus it creates scarcity. 

Collectively we're squeezing a lemon. 

Simultaneously we search for other inhabitable planets at immense 

costs. As if that would be a sustainable perspective as long as we 

don't change our basic approach. The message seems clear: don't 

 
1 http://tinyurl.com/d2bc4oc 
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panic, just keep going, we're going to evacuate you before the ship 

capsizes. Only that none of us nor any of our children are ever 

going to board that ship. It's but the carrot in front of the donkey's 

nose, a capitalist fata morgana. 

 

To further illustrate this point, we quote one of our participants: 

 

„I know Beijing without cars. That hasn't been some time after the 

second world war, but 1990. There were only bicycles, once in a 

while an overcrowded bus, an armed limousine, a truck. Three-lane 

roads, with bicycles on all three lanes. Taxis for the airport only 

available on long pre-order via an official tourist-hotel, with money 

across and under the counter. 

When I returned for university in 1995, they were building the third 

ring-roud, a highway basically, to relieve the second. A few years 

ago someone told me about the construction of the eleventh ring. 

And even though as a student of China Research I had access to all 

economic indicators, one could not understand what these meant in 

reality. Even optimally informed corporations like Volkswagen were 

taken by surprise, Volkswagen reached its production targets for the 

year 2000 in 1996. 

I believe this is why up to today everybody seems to have time, buy 

your share of bio-products and blast resources with driving a Tesla 

that globally thinking would have been sustainable if used for the 

transport of a hundred or more people. 
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We knew the hole of the ecologic catastrophe latest by the end of the 

eighties. We knew that the idea of constant economical growth on a 

planet of limited resources is suicidal madness. We knew there's a 

bug in the system, that capitalism in the end can't eliminate scarcity. 

It's based on scarcity. We knew there'd be a globalization, though we 

might have rather called it monopolization, for the euphemistic term 

'globalization' behind which brutal concentration of power of view 

conglomerates and banks lurks, that overnight deprive whole 

governments of their sovereign powers, hadn't yet been 

coined. It simply felt we'd have still time." 

 

In addition to the lack of grasp, the lack of acute pressure in the 

countries with the most potential to bring about change is fatal. 

Our actions here have immediate effects thousands of miles away, 

in a place that we rather don't ever hear of nor ever will go to. If 

one was to understand this at all, the certainly not intuitively, but 

by cognitively accepting this as a fact. And keeping that fact in 

mind. 

Yet, it's so easy to go shopping and drive car a recreational meeting 

with mother nature, viewing this as 'normal', 'somehow okay' or 

even 'inevitable'. It doesn't ring a bell. Worst of all is green 

consumption, for consumption it remains whatsoever, replacing 

average beauty products in plastic containers by creams in 

glasspots to feel 'conscious', unconsciously not questioning 

consume and the belief that this is the inevitable lifestyle itself. 
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And this in spite of the accessibility of information, what it means 

to buy a new mobile phone or eat Avocados in Europe, we know. 

And yet the information remains inconceivable to us. 

And even if it was understood to some emotional depth, our 

structure, the fragmentation of the self and our empathic 

immaturity are blocking the way. It's always somehow okay for the 

time being, since others do it, I might as well, because this for now 

is more important, these are the belief-sentences running through 

our minds and ruining the planet when we board a plane to a 

holiday location to escape the dread of the loneliness of our 

alienated lives. 

 

In essence, the self-addicted structure doesn't want to know what's 

going on. While we destroy the very basis of our survival, our 

fridges are full. We are 'comfortably numb', and because this feels 

so cozy, nobody wishes to exchange that for seeing an ocean of 

suffering and neediness.  

Nonetheless, this seemingly okay world in which we deem to live is 

but an illusion.  

For some the truth of that eventually filters through, and those 

then may well be the ones considered 'depressive' and will likely be 

treated with chemicals to make them functional wheels in the 

clockwork again.  

Because of the general alienation and the paradogma that there 

can't be any other way to structure society, the important 

information doesn't surface, that there actually might be 
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something fundamentally wrong. The knowing cannot be 

translated to action, but must be repressed, for how was one to 

withstand the onslaught of what it would mean to know and feel 

all of that reality? 

And precisely because we do not feel it, the evolutionary pressure 

is lacking, the need for fundamental change. Like with a drug addict, 

remaining inert with TV, chips and Facebook simply feels too cozy. 

 

Let's make a comparison to well known revolutions. 

At the dawn of the French Revolution, people were actually starving. 

The choice to rather risk one's life therefore seems obvious and 

relatively easy. The motivation to stand on the barricades wasn't 

drawn from the idea of a positive outcome and personal 

gratification, it simply followed the pressure that impending death 

exerted. 

Being without alternative simultaneously generated high levels of 

commitment and solidarity among the revolutionaries. You had to 

rely on the person next to you, and effectively you could. 

Had the people under fire had 'better' ideas like people have today 

as soon as the road gets even a bit rocky, like had they thought 

they'd rather first graduate or discovered that they are tired and 

need some personal time, the movement wouldn't have had the 

slightest chance to succeed. 

Another example for nationwide commitment would be the 

upheaval under Gandhi. The collective boycotting of British goods, 

though cheaper, made the colony economically much less attractive 



 

All rights reserved ©Conscious Evolution Collective 
conscious.evolution@riseup.net 
http://conscious-evolution.xyz 

 

8 
 

as an outlet market. An occurrence hard to imagine today, for 

example that the vast majority of people would boycott meat for a 

month, you'd see how quickly they'd be willing and able to agree at 

least to species appropriate raising. Or that simply a majority 

would choose to subscribe for green electricity rather than booking 

the cheapest offer. 

A major contribution to the weakening of the British rule on the 

international stage had been the previous Amritsar massacre, an 

incident of unforgotten solidarity. Peaceful demonstrators, 

amongst them women and children, got under fire of the British 

army yet didn't run or panicked. They stood line after line to be 

shot. Until the soldiers understood that they had less bullets then 

there were people and they fled. 

All this happened within what we call 'old paradigm', the belief that 

this life here isn't the most precious there is. A belief system that 

for today's alienated man in a hyper individualized world has no 

meaning nor power.  

 

And here we return to the original question: 

Due to the lack of felt pressure, a missing belief in higher values 

other than individual wellbeing and man's alienation from one 

another, the next evolutionary step can only be that of a conscious 

decision. Otherwise, because of the exponential speed of the global 

development, we will get to feel the fatal effects of our current 

behaviour when it's way too late. For until that day, our fridges will 

be filled and the TV will be running, the pressure will not be felt. 
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To us, hope lies in the ability of the human to grasp cognitively, 

and to say: 

"I can't feel the threat, but I understand it's real. And because of 

that insight I am changing my behaviour." 

To wait that things will sort out themselves, in an environment 

where the pressure cannot be felt or leads to dysfunctionality, an 

environment that does not nurture emotional ripening, seems at 

best naive. To wait that chicken freed from cages develop natural 

structures and behaviour is simply absurd. 

And what can be possible once it's understood rationally that the 

process must be by conscious decision and to adjust to what 

information already is available, what if when one truly asks: 'what 

serves here now', and leaves the 'me' out of the sentence? 

Even if this comes 'just' from the head, not because it feels natural 

and pleasant or because we know the answer, simply because it's 

the only meaningful attempt that we can follow at this precise 

moment? 

 

This, and no less, is the intention of Conscious Evolution. Not to 

morally command: ''you're not to eat meat and shall only wear 

second hand cloth', for that would be but shame inducing symptom 

solving within the system. With this, it has never worked to really 

change a system, for the underlying issue of alienation of man and 

man and environment is not addressed by moral imperatives. 

For us, the research is far more relevant, what exactly is going on?  
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And how could an environment look like, that empowers emotional 

ripening? 


